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BYRNE’S
MEN.
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NEED A REASONZ?
THOUGHT CHURCH
DOORS ARE OPEN
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BOSS WANTS
U3 TO SEND

YOU TO YOUR

IF You

BOSS. _ caren my

DONNIE,

WE'RE
GIVEN A JOB
TO DO. DON'T

MEAN YOU 6OT
TO SMILE
OVER IT.




STAY WHERE
YOU ARE FATHER.
DOESN'T HAVE
TO BE HARD.

IDON'T
KNOW WHAT
THIS 1S ABOUT. BUT
YOU DON'T WANT
TO DO THIS.
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YOU WENT
DONNIE! WE'RE AND MADE A
SUPPOSED TO 6O ECRIME
FOR A RIDE. CLEAN SCENE!
AND EASY.

YOU WANT
TO LEAVE
WITNESSES?
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MAN DIDN'T

GET A GOOD

ENOUGH LOOK
TO IDENTIFY
you.
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THAT

’ THERE'S
ANOTHER DOOR IN
 BACK. USE IT.

LET ME
GLESS--YOU WON'T
SAY ANYTHING TO THE
COPS. YOU SWEAR

ON THE BIBLE.
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LOOK AT
HIM. HE’S STILL
BREATHING. WHATEVER
BUSINESS YOU HAVE WITH
ME, T’LL GO WITH
YOU AFTER. \(5
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DON'T
STRESS, YOU
AND HIN'LL BE
TOGETHER IN

A SECOND.

you
SEE HIM,
DONNIEZ

FATHER.
CAN'T WORK
THAT WAY.

WHERE'D
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ORDAINED has a wonderful premise. Can you tell us a little
about it and the inspiration for wanting to tell this story?

RV: ORDAINED is about a priest named Father Roy Craig,
who finds himself giving last rites to an elderly man on
his deathbed. He doesn’t realize the man is mob kingpin
Cormac Byrne. Byrne confesses his crimes and asks for
absolution...then makes a miraculous overnight recovery.
Eager to get back to his criminal empire, he now needs to
get rid of the one man who knows where all his bodies are
buried. But Roy has his own secret, and he’s going to be
very tough to kill.

When the action in the book begins, we’re taken on a
rollercoaster ride of broken bones and spent gunpowder,
as Roy fights for both his survival and his beliefs. What
separates this series from other action-oriented books
we’ve seen before?

RV: Father Roy is a reluctant combatant. He didnt

choose this war, and he doesn’t want to wage it. He
knows firsthand what it means to be violent, and he
dedicated himself to never becoming that person again.
Unfortunately, he isn’t given a choice because he isn’t the
only one in danger.

Because of Roy’s shrouded and violent past before
becoming a man of faith, he has a steadfast aversion
to guns. That’s an almost unprecedented approach in a
book so heavy on action. Can you talk a little about that
decision?

RV: It was important to thread the central theme of faith
through all the characters. Even the minor characters are
forced to decide what they believe and how hard they
believe it. For Roy, the gun represents his test of faith. To

kill means embracing the rules of combat he once believed

in. To not kill means holding true to what he believes now.

I ROBERT VENDITTI talks
broken bones and spent
gunpowder

An imposing hit man known only as “The Machine”
appears later in the book to further test not only Roy’s
faith, but also his survival skills. The Machine is such an
interesting character, with his larger-than-life stature
juxtaposed against his intellect and often thoughtful
outlook toward being a hired killer. Where did the idea for
this character come from?

RV: | liked the idea of a blue-collar hitman. The Machine
isn’t flashy, and he doesn’t have fancy weapons. He's

a guy who wakes up every day, goes to work, and does

his job. His job just so happens to be violently murdering
people for money. He isn’t a religious man, but he prides
himself on being good at his craft. He lives by acode.

oYa¢

(&

616,

2/ w=
»),
e

&
2

FORNES

cover By JORGE FORNES




ORDAINED #1

A LIMITED SERIES FROM
WRITER ROBERT VENDITTI
AND
ARTISTS TREVOR HAIRSINE

& DAVE STEWART

DECEMBER



